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major political parties, the Christian Democratic and the Social
Democratic. This constellation, however, makes the pursuit of
trade-union objectives exceedingly difficult. It is quite often
said that within the Christian Democratic Union there exists a
powerful left-wing group under the leadership of Prime Minister
Karl Arnold and under the intellectual guidance of Dr. Her-
mann Joseph Schmidt, the "workers' priest." That may be so.
But so far this so-called "left-wing" democratic group has not
been able to do much, in view of the fact that the bureaucratic
control exercised within the CDU by the Adenauer group is so
tight that any opposition group has little chance of asserting
itself* It is in view of this situation that the trade-unions have
devised their program of codetermination. Let me first discuss
this and then go back to the political front.

What does the codetermination program mean ? During the
Weimar Republic the free trade-unions, later followed by the
Catholic trade-unions, devised a program of so-called "eco-
nomic democracy." This program of economic democracy en-
visages a kind of semicorporate system under which the trade-
unions per se should enter into public and private bodies on
equal terms with the employer. These bodies should be presided
over by neutral civil servants who, in case of dissent between the
two organizations, should make the decision. The trade-union
program of 1927-28 maintained that this would be the transi-
tional form to socialism. They did not wholeheartedly identify
themselves ideologically with a program of economic democracy
and still maintained that the final goal would be socialism; eco-
nomic democracy would be merely one transitional stage in the
attainment of this goal.

In pursuit of this goal, trade-unions indeed became part and
parcel of the administrative machine of the state. Their repre-
sentatives were in labor courts, social insurance bodies, the na-
tional coal council, etc., without resigning their union position,
thus maintaining a dual position of trade-union functionary and
in some way official of the state. The question is whether this
whole approach of transforming the trade-unions into seini-
admuiistrative bodies is beneficial to the interests of the working
classes. What I say is a kind of self-criticism, because I am in